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Ia ™) dvvatéTnTa vroroyiopod Tépa amd v ve60son Church-Turing'

Hepidnyn
Avto 10 GpBpo eEeTAlEl KaTh TOGO O VIEP-VTOAOYICUOG 0ONYElL VIOYPEMTIKA GE piov

avaBewpnon g vroBeong Church-Turing. Zvlntéer mPOTAGES Y1 VTOAOYIGTIKES
punyovés, yw TG omoieg Aéyetar 6Tt vmoAoyilovv Amepa PHOTO VTOAOYIGHOV GCE
TEMEPOUCUEVO YPOVO, ekTEA®VTOG «supertasksy. Emyeipnpatoroyel 6Tt avtég o1 mpotdoels
odnyovv oto eENg dtAnuua: gite dgv mEPYPAPOVTOL LE TETOWO TPOTO MOTE VO EYOLV
amoteléoparto, €ite To amoteAéopato  glval avtipatikd. Apa, 0 OTEWPOS VLIEP-
VIOAOYIGUOG dev amotehel Adyo vo amopprpBel n mapadociakn epunveia g vedOeonc
Church-Turing. H d1epgvvnon tov vroroyiopov pe «supertasksy emiong vmodeukvoet Ot

ovykekplpéva «supertasks» etvar advvara.

Abstract: On the Possibility of Computing Beyond the Church-Turing Hypothesis
This paper investigates whether hypercomputing forces a revision of the standard reading

of the Church-Turing thesis. It discusses proposals for computing machines that are said
to compute an infinite number of computing steps in finite time, thus performing super-
tasks. It argues that these proposals fall into a dilemma: either they cannot be specified
such that they have output states, or they compute with contradictory output states. There-
fore, infinite hypercomputing is no reason to reject the standard reading of the Church-
Turing thesis. The investigation of computing with supertasks also indicates that certain

supertasks are impossible.

! Evyapiotd Oeppd yio tig yovipeg ovinmoeig poli pov tovg Paul Benacerraf, Adam Elga xou

Oavéon Keyayid.



1. Ewayoyn: H va60gon Church-Turing kot 0 vroloyiopig
Mo v mapadooctokn dmoyrn, ovtd Tov Uropel va KAvel Evag VITOAOYIGTNG ivol aKpB®OC

avtd oV pmopel va LVTOAOY1GTEL HEGM aAYOPIOOL, ONAAOT LE Lol S1OIKAGTO TOV PTAVEL
pe memepacpévo  pnyovikd  PApote oe  amotélecpo  (awtd  ovopdleror Ko
«oamotedespatikd vroloyicipo» [effectively computable]). Avtiy 1 mapadocioky| dmoyn
exopdletar omv Ymobeon Church-Turing: Oleg Ol AMOTEAEGUOTIKE VTOAOYIGULES
ouvaptnoelg vmoroyilovtar amd éva unydvnue Turing. H vmodBeon ovt) eivor oty
TPAYLOTIKOTNTO GLVOVAGHOG OV0 vmobécewv: g Ymobeons Church, 611 Oleg ot
OTOTELECLLATIKE VTOAOYIGILES CLUVOPTNOELS Eival avadpPOUKES, Kot TG Ymobeons Turing,
OTL OAEG O1 AMOTEAEGUATIKG VTOAOYIGULES GLVOPTNGELS VITOAOYILovToL amd Evar pnydvnua
Turing.” (Eivor onpavticod va Bvpdrar kaveig 6t 1 Ynodson Church-Turing agopd povo
YNOLKOLG VITOAOYIGLOVG. )

Ta televtaio ypovia, Aowmodv, eppaviCovior OA0 Kot TePIGOTEPES OMOYELS OV Be®PoHV
ott n vrndbeon Church-Turing agopd poéovo ce 6Tt vwoAoyiletor AmTOTELEGUATIKG OO
vBpwmo kot 6t dev £xet yevikn 1oy0. Ewdwd o Jack Copeland tovilet yapaxtmpiotikd ot

n vd0eon Church-Turing yio pryovipato sivar AavBaspévn: “known to be false”.

1.1. Ynrep-vmorhoyiopnog
Kivntpo vy’ avtég 11 andyelg etvan ) eAntida 6t 0 vep-vnoroyiopdg (hypercomputing),
ONAadn 0 VTOAOYICUOS TPAYHAT®OV TOoL Kovéve unyavnuo-Turing dev pmopel va

vroAoyicet, eivar dvvatdc. Mepikd mpotevopeva oyxédla givar ta axdAova:

2 Alonzo Church, “An Unsolvable Problem of Elementary Number Theory”, American Journal of

Mathematics 58 (1936): 345-363. George S. Boolos., John P. Burgess kot Richard C. Jeffrey, Computabil-
ity and Logic, 4 éko. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003). Alan Turing, “On Computable
Numbers, with an Application to the Entscheidungsproblem”, Proceedings of the London Mathematical
Society 2/42 (1936/1937): 230-256. I'a to unyavnuo Turing, BAéne, yio napaderypo, Luciano Floridi, Phi-
losophy and Computing: An Introduction ( London: Routledge, 1999), 26 kat petd. Martin Davis, The Uni-
versal Computer: The Road from Leibniz to Turing (New York: W. W. Norton, 2000), k. 7.

3 Jack B. Copeland, “Narrow Versus Wide Mechanism, Including a Re-Examination of Turing’s
Views on the Mind—Machine Issue”. Journal of Philosophy 97/1 (2000), 15; BA. kou 31. BAéme evdetikd
kot Tov ovtov: “Hypercomputation”, Minds and Machines 12 (2002): 461-502. Tov avtov “Computation”,
emp. €xd. Luciano Floridi: Blackwell Companion to the Philosophy of Computing. (Oxford: Blackwell
2004), 3-17. P.D. Welch, “On the Possibility, or Otherwise, of Hypercomputation”, British Journal for the

Philosophy of Science 55 (2004): 739-746.



. Ta «O-machines» tov Turing («povTikd punyovipoto» p évo povpo Kovti, 1o
0mo10 AMOVTAEL LLE UN-UNYXOVIKO TPOTO GE UN-VDTOAOYIGULO EPOTNLLOTCL),
. Ta «Mnyaviuoata tov Znvevey (Tov UTopovv vao, VIToAoYicovv dmepa Pruara,

BAéme mapoakdto),

. Avoroyikol vmoAoy1otég (aALG PAETE mapandve),

. Kovavtikoi vmoroyiotéc,

. Mnyovipoto Putnam-Gold (vroloyiotéc mov pmopodv v’ «aArdlovv yvouny),

. [MBavotkd pnyavipota,

. Mnyoviuota oe Malament-Hogarth cOumavto 1 oe “mixmaster” coumavta,
Ry

Ot mapamdve TPoTaGELS VTOGEKVOOLV dVO SLPOPETIKE TPOPAN AT

[Ip6pAnpa 1: Eivar duvatdg o vmep-umorloyicpudc ¢° ovtdv Tov KOGHo; Avti 1 dmoyn
ovopdletar “@voiky voédeon Church-Turing” 1, aldg, “vrdPeon Gandy”.” '’ avtiv
v VdOecn VILAPYOLY TOAAES eVvOEilelg 0Tt givar Tpofinuatikn: [a Tig Tpotdoels avtég
OTOTOVVTOL ATEPN LVIUN, 1 QTEPA LEYAAES UNYOVES, AmEP PLOTO, OTEPOELAYICTA
pépn, amepn ToyLINTO, omelpmg Toxeio HETAPOPA TANPOPOPIDV, ameip®S aKpPn
LETPNOM, KA.

[Ip6PAnpa 2: Eivor dvvatdg o vrep-vmoAoyiopds oe kdémolo dvvord koouo; o va

amovinOet avtd to TpdPAnua, Ba Tpoteive Eva yevikd emyeipnuo mov Ba petatdmle o

Bapog g amddEIENG GTOVG VITOGTNPIKTEG TOV VIEP-VITOAOYIGLOV.

4 BAéne Joel David Hamkins, and Andy Lewis “Infinite Time Turing Machines”, The Journal of

Symbolic Logic 65/2 (2000): 567-604. Tien D Kieu,. “Quantum Hypercomputability”, Minds and Machines
12 (2002): 541-561.

> Robin Gandy, “Church’s Thesis and Principles of Mechanics”, em. ékd. J. Barwise, H. J. Keisler
kot K. Kunen: The Kleene Symposium (Amsterdam: North Holland, 1980). Paolo Cotogno, “Hypercompu-
tation and the Physical Church-Turing Thesis”, British Journal for the Philosophy of Science 54/2 (2003):
181-223. BAéne kot Oron Shagrir, kot Itamar Pitowsky “Physical Hypercomputation and the Church—

Turing Thesis”, Minds and Machines 13/1 (2003): 87-101.



2. Mnyovijpata Tov Zivovae: ATEPoL vVTEP-VTOA0YIGHOL

H mo g&ehypévn mpdtaon yo I)TCSp—D?'CO?\.OYlG‘Cﬁ6 etvarl to “Mnydvnua tov Znvevae” (1,
oAmg, N “unxavry Turing mov emtayvver’): to unybvnuo oavtd 1o kdbe Prua
VTOAOYIGHOV dlapKel £va KAAG LA TOL xpdvoL and To Tponyoduevo, m.y.: 1/2, 1/4, 1/8, ...
‘Eva tétoo  pnyévnpo Bo pmopovoe va kével AmEPpa VTOAOYISTIKA Pripoto of
TEMEPUCUEVO YPOVO (T.). G €va 0evTeEPOAENTO). To punydvnua dev otopatdel HeTd and To
OmOTEALECLLA, OAAL «TEAEIOVEL GE KAmowo onueio oto ypdvo. Katd cvvénmeia dev givan
unyévnpoe tov Turing.

Mo ta pnyovipato ovtd mov ektehovv «supertasks», dNAadN amelpeg evépyeleg oe
nemepacévo ypdvo, yvopilovpe kdmown and ta mpoPAnpard tovg. Ag BounBovue
«\bpmo oo Thomson»: Mw Aduma mov kdmowog v avafocPnvel dmepes Qopéc o€
TEMEPUCUEVO YPOVO. XT0 TEAOG M Adpmo dev pmopel va givor ovte ovappévn, ovte
oPnopévn. Avtd dpec Bsmpeitar 6Tt sivon avtipaon.”

O Benacerraf ocvpgwvel pe v meprypapn ovtr, Opms, tovilel 0t timota dev £meton
AOYIKA Y100 TNV KOTAGTOOT TNG AQUTAG LETA Ot QLTI T GEPEL owaBocSBncmdtmv:S avTo
10 ovopdlm to «ybopo Benacerrafy. ®@aivetoanr 6ti, yuo vo mapoyBel éva amotélecua,
AmEepol LITEP-VTOAOYIGLLOT TPETEL VAL YEQPUPMGOLV TO Ydoua Benacerraf.

To mpoPAnua poc, Aomdv, eivar 1o akdrovBo: Agv vapyel amotéleoua HeTd ond TO
tehevtaio Prina (mov dev vrdpyel) — AALL 0VTE LTOPOVLE VO HOVUE TO AMOTEAECLLOL LETA
10 TEAOG NG GEPEG, apoV «Timota dev émetay (Benacerraf). Avtd anoteiet Eva diAnupa

Y10 TOV VIEP-VTOAOYIGHLO.

2.1. Mo npotaon: Na pn yepupm0si to ydopo tTov Benacerraf

Towg pmopovpe va amovyovpe to TPOPANUE e TOV 0KOAOVOO TPOTO UETOTPOTNG TOL
pnyovnpatos. Ag movpe 0tL BEhovpe va pdbovpe av vrdpyetl to “777” Kamov oty dmelpn
eméktaon tov appov 7. EEomiilovpe 1o pnydvnua tov Znvovo Le po Adpto, n omoio

avéPer poig Bpioxel 1o “777” oto . Mag Aéet, Aowmdv, 1 TEPLYPAPY| TNG UNYOVIG TOLN

6 Petrus H. Potgieter, “Zeno Machines and Hypercomputation”, Theoretical Computer Science;

358/1 (2006): 23-33. Toby Ord, and Tien D. Kieu “The Diagonal Method and Hypercomputation”, British
Journal for the Philosophy of Science 56/1 (2005): 147-156.

! James F. Thomson, “Tasks and Super-tasks”, Analysis 15 (1954): 1-13.



gtvon ) Kotdotoon e Adpmag petd and t oepd vroroyopav; Oy, eneldn dev vapyet
AOYOC va Bewpovpe TV KaTAGTAGN TNG AQUTOS OC ATOTEAEGHLO TOV pnyavinotos. Oumd,
av Ogv émeton timota (av 0gv yeQUPM®GOLUE TO YAca Tov Benacerraf), 10te dev vapyet
amotédeopa. Onwg éleye o d1og o Copeland: “The answer to the Thomsonian question

‘Where is the scanner [of the Turing machine] at that point?” is: Nowhere.””

2.2. Agvtepn npotaon: 'epupdvovtag To ydopa Benacerraf
Ac vroBécovpe, Aomdv, OTL PPNKOLE L0 TEPLYPAPT] TOV YEPUPDVEL TO YAGHA. AAAL G’
avtv Vv mepintoon Oa umopovcape vo vmoAoyicovpe addvata mpdypata! No
ednynow:
1) ‘Eva unydvnuo tov Zivova propei vo btoroyicet dneipa PriLato 6 TENEPACILEVO
xpOvo (vtdBeom)
2) Ynrdpyer mpdypappa (P) mov
o) YrmoAoyilel ta ymoia Tov 7 éva-éva, Kot
B) ypaoet kaOe vroroyicuévo yneio oe pio petafant) (N), ko
v) (N) oArGler av, Ko povov av, to arrdlet To (P) (vdBeon)
3) "Eva unydvnuo tov Zrvova pmopel va tpéyet (P) (vmobeon)
4) AoV éyet tpéet (P) oto unydvnuo, n petafint (N) mepiéyxet €va yneio tov «
(amo 2 o 3)
Méypt €00 KaAd. AAAG 016 elvar avTd T YNeio; Mmopode va vroBésovpie Ot
5) Av16 10 yMoeio oto (N) eivar 1o TeAevtaio yneio mov vroAoyioTnke
Ul
Avtd 10 yneio oto (N) dev glvar o Terevtaio yneio mov vroAoyicTnKE
AAAG ko ot dvo mbavotnteg elvan AavBacpévec,
6) Av ot to ynoeio oto (N) givon To televtaio ynoeio mov vroroyiomke, totE givor
10 TeEhevTaio ynoeio Tov 7 (and 1, 2 ko 4)
7) Av ot to ynoeio oto (N) dev givor To televtaio yneio mov vroAoyiocnke, TOTE N
vrapyxel emmAéov yneio 1 dev vmdpyet terevtaio ymeio. Kor otig dvo

neptdGelg 10 Ynoio oto (N) dev givar to anotédespa tov (P) (and 1, 2 ko 4)

8 Paul Benacerraf, “Tasks, Supertasks, and the Modern Eleatics”, Journal of Philosophy L1X/24
(1962): 779.
! Jack Copeland, “Accelerating Turing Machines”, Minds and Machines 12 (2002): 289.



8) To ynoio oto (N) eivar gite 10 tehevtaio ynoeio tov 7, gite dev elvar 10
amotéleopa tov (P) (amd 6 kon 7)

9) Agv vrapyet televtaio yneio tov T (vwdBeoT)

10)  To yneio oto (N) dev givan 10 amotéreopa tov (P) (amd 8 kan 9)

To 10 eivon avtipatikd tov 4. To punydvnuo ivor aviipatikd e T TPodloypapég Tov

OMGOLLE.

3. H dayvoon: yepopopévo supertasks

To emyeipnua avtd deiyvel T pmopel va kévetl Eva Yynelokd VTOAOYIGTIKO PNy AvNLLoL L
amotéleopa, oAAG Oev delyvel timota Yo Ta padnpotikd tov drepov (1 yr avtd mov Oa
UTOPOLGE VL VITOAOYIGEL évag Oség).lo "Eva vtep-umoAoy1otikd pnydvnuo tov Znvova
Kavel éva yepupopévo supertask: to supertask €xel éva aitiatd mov dapkel TEPA Ao TO
YPOVO EKTANP®ONG TOV £pyoL (To amotéAespa). To yepUp®UO EMTPENEL TNV TOPATAVE®
avtigaon.

To PBapog g omddeiEng, Aowmdv, mMEETEL TAEOV GTOVS VLTOGTNPIKTEG TOVL VLREP-
voAoYIopov. Ymapyetr 01€odog; Tt givar avtd mov emTPEMEL TO UNYOVALOTO TOTOV
«T77T», aAAd ToTOYXPOVOG ATOTPETEL TaL advvata punyoviuata; Towg o d10¢ o deiktng
(Mapma, (N)) extedet éva supertask ota advvaro punyavipota; [liotevo, dpmg, 6Tt o Ba

Bpebel meprypaen| tétotmv unyovnudtov mov dev Ba odnyel oe avtipaon.

4. Xopaépaopa: Yroroyilovtag 1o pun-vworoyicipo péocm yepupopévev supertasks
Yvunepaiveo, Aouwdv, 6Tt o Thomson eiye dikio 6 éva mpdhypo: Av kdtt émetor omd
KOTOOTAOEL, HEGOH OTN GEPA YO KOTOOTAGES WeTd omd N oepd (dobeiong pog
YEQUPOUATIKNG apyNS), TOTE emakoiovbel avtipaon. Eniong o Benacerraf eiye d6ikio 611
Timota dgv EMETAL OMO KATOGTAGELS LEGOA OTN) GEPA Y10 KATAGTAGELS LETA OO TN GEPE —
eKTOC edv TPooTeDEl Lal YEQPUPOLOTIKT OpyT).

Eyovpe, Aowmdv, éva oinuua: To pnydvnue tov Zinveovo gite meprypaeeTor Kot
YEQUPOVEL TO YAopa, glte dev meptypapetal. Oumg, oty TpdN TEPiTTOON 1 TEPLYPOPN

TOV UNYXOVILOTOG EUTEPLEXEL OAVTIQPAGELG KOl GTY) OEVTEPT] TO UNYOAVILLL OEV YEQPUPDVEL TO

10 ' avtd 10 mpoPAnua, PAéne Oron Shagrir, “Supertasks, Accelerating Turing Machines and Un-

computability”, Theoretical Computer Science 317 (2004): 110.



yéopo Kai, apo, d0gv LIoAOYIlel OmMOTEAESHO. ZVUVEM®MS KOl OTIS OVO0 TEPMTMOGELS TO
pNYOVILOTO TOV ZNVOVE DITEP-VTOAOYIOTES ivor advvata — Onmg gival pdAlov 6Aa tao
vepupopéva supertasks.

Kotd ovvénewn, mn €vvola tov dAmepov vmep-vmoAoyopoh dgv  amoterel AdYo va
amoppiyovpe TV TOPAdOCIOKY| eppnvein, couewva pe v omoio n vrndOeon Church-

Turing kaBopilet Tt givar vioroyiopodg.
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